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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


EXTRACT FROM A SERMON, 


different denominations of christians. 
(Continued from last Number.) 


But never would I have indulged so 
full a view of these corruptions in the 
ancient Corinthian church, were it not 
that I see in our modern churches, 
which I cannot behold without the most 
fearful aj pprehensions of its being the 
very ahinmins ition which we have just 
examined, abhorred, and wondered at 
in the Corinthians. Oh, my brethren, 
what is the state of the cheiseties 
church at the present day : ? Ts itnotall 
divided gut into opposing denomina- 
tions? When we turn our eyes from 
the church of God at Corinth, to the 
widely extended church of this age, 
what cause have we to glory in the ex- 
change ? Instead of those three or four 
parties, we now behold an alarming 
number, each of which distinguishes 
itself by some name not half so worthy 
as that of Paul or Apollos or Cep yhas. 
And are there not envyings, strife and 
contentions between these several par- 
ties? Or shall we venture to assert 
there are no cack disgraceful things 
among us? An assertion that would 
deceive nobody, for every body knows 
to the contrary. Has it come to this, 
then, that on awaking from the popular 
flaitering dream where we fancied our- 
selves as the church of Christ, almost 
arrived to perfec ‘tion, almost ready to 
grasp the jubilee trumpet to declare that 
the kingdoms of this world had become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Christ ;-wherein our fond imaginations, 
our little hearts began to swell with 
pride, and our tongues began to boast 
that we had done great things for the 
Lord,—is it so that on starting from 
our dream and looking around, we find: 
the church still in the wilderness, di- 


the noise of religious contention, her 
members, every one, crying out I am of 
this name, and I of another ? 

I am well aware that there are many 
sincere christiars who will think it too 
daring an experiment to speak the plain 
truth on this subject. I cannot think so; 
an attempt to hide the real state of theli 
church at large, from the public and 
from its own view, would prove highly 
pernicious could it succeed. But it 
would be all in vain to make the at- 
tempt; the eyes of the world are upon 
us, and see all our divisions and party 
spirit as plainly aswedo. Every man 
of observation knows what long con- 
tinued and inveterate prejudices in- 
spire our different denominations. So 
notorious is our shame, that to flatter 
ourselves with a hope of secrecy would 
only expose us to ridicule. I know 
that itis often almost i insupportable to 
see ourselves as others see us; but 
surely, my brethren, when it has arriv- 
edto such a crisis, that the whole world 
knows us better than we are willing to 
know ourselves, it must be dotage in- 
deed that would flatter us to expect a 
possible advantage from personal de- 
ception. I shall therefore declare the 
present condition of the church, with 
all the plainness which an impartial 
witness to the truth would use. 

In the first place, then, the church is 
now divided into numerous sects; and 
this division exists, not barely in name 
but in spzrit also. Each of these sects 
concentrates its ability and policy to one 
object, viz. the building up of itself in 
distinction from other christian sects. 
Moreover, each sect distinguishes itself 


coining or of some famous partisan. 
This name is like a watch-word for 
those that are called by it; let a stranger 
come among them w ith it, if th ey are 
satisfied that he has a good title to it, 
they will give him a cordial reception 
in advance; but let him trust himself 


by a particuiar name, either of its own|which he tried himself ; 


to their liberality and at the same time 
profess the name of another christian 
sect, and he may be thankful if he ob- 
tains common-place, cold civility.— 
These sects are in fact opposing par- 
ties. They are so, 1st, inthe constitu- 
tion of their respective churches ; 2d, 
in their profession; 3d, in their ‘long 
established prejudices ; and, 4th, they 
are parties in the religious conduct they 
observe towards each other. Thus, one 
party complains if its members attend 
the stated meetings of another, &e.; 
and lastly, these sects not only oppose 
each other, but they conduct their Op- 
position with envying and strife, which 
it is not lawful for a christian to ex- 
ercise against any description of men. 
In short, the very words which St. Paul 
addressed to the Corinthians may be 
applied to the members of the modern 
church. ‘ Now this I say, that eve 
one among you saith Iam of Paul, and 
I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I 
of Christ.” “ There: is among you en- 
vying, and strife, and divisions, are ye 
not carnal?’? While the church remains 
in this condition, much of its zeal must 
be of that kind, which is not according 
to knowledge, and a large proportion of 
its pretensions must necessarily prove 
unsound. I know very well that great 
professions have an imposing aspect ; 
when they are united with a laborious 
and fiery zeal, they will generally pass 
for the reality of religion; as if. men 
had never heard that these things have 
hitherto flourished the most, where the 
man of sin has held the greatest. sway 
in the temple of God. St. Paul has 
laid before the Corinthians the rule by 
and by which, 
I will venture to say, the piety, or the 
degeneracy of the present church must 
be established. “ ‘Though I speak with 


the tongues of men and of angels, and 
have not charity, lam become as sound- 
ing brass, or a tinkling cymbal,” 


ke. 


(Continued in our next Number.) 








vided, filled with envy, distracted with 






































































«then God is the author of sin. Let us 
“examine this. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 


PREDE:. TIN ATION. 


i (Concluded. ) 


The advocates for free agency in- 
form us, that if all things are decreed, 


Sin is the violation of a 
law, which violation produces suffer- 
ing, and according to t ie magnitude o. 
this law, so the fault and the conse- 
quence. The native of the South Sea 
Islands thinks it little harm to steal ; 
therefore when he steals, he violates a 
law of his mind, which is very imper- 
fect, and the suffering of conscience is 
in proportion, for conscience is no 
more than the experience of each indi- 
vidual. The Indian has little expe- 
rience in comparison ; he has as little 
conscience, and this differs among ci- 
vilized men; one feeling compunction 
at an oath, whilst another swears with- 
out thinking it scarcely harm, and al- 
most unconsciously. As the thing vio~ 
lated is finite, ergo, the violation is 
finite ; if it was infinite, then it could 
never be finished, for we can conceive 
of nothing superior to infinity, and 
there cannot be two infinites; if sip is 
so, then there is no place for goodness. 
Having stated the nature of sin, let us 
search for its author. Is the heart the 
first cause of sin? Who made the 
heart? If, asis asserted, the devil caused 
sin, who. created the dev il? God either 
did, or he did not; if the latter, then 
Satan is uncreated; if the former, who 
caused sin? Is it not the same as di- 
rectly making a being miserable to give 
to that being a faculty which the donor 
knows will be employed, and which 
‘when used will produce misery? If, 
then, Satan was created an angel, temp- 
tation must have caused him to sin, he 
then was not the cause but an agent ; 
and if he was an angel, and, by agency 
bestowed upon him, he made himself 
a devil, then the cause of this agency]; 
must be the cause of this devil. One 
of your correspondents has refuted the 
idea of a material devil, and indeed, if 
Satan is an individual, he must have a 
wondeyfyl property of being in so ma- 
ny places at the same time, and a deal 
of industry to perform so much work; 
but of what use is he? Can he tempt 
a man to do any thing when his feel- 
ings do not incline to it? and of what 
use to tempt when the feelings lead to 


siview 


ness and peace—by a practical belief 
in the fore-ordination of all things. 


Lord’s personal ministry, there were 
different sects in religion, of whom the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees are chiefly 
spoken of in the New Testament. 
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man to drink water, would not the 
thirst be sufficient without. his wiles! 
and if he should tempt this man not to 
drink, would his voice be attended to? 

If sin terminate ultimately in good, 
its cause must be good, fora bad cause 
cannot produce a good effect. If it was 
not intended to be, by Jehovah, it ne- 
ver could have been, and God would 
never have permitted it, unless for 
good. ‘Those who put our Saviour to 
death, sinned, yet we are told that they 
were gathered together “ to do what- 
soever thy hand and thy counsel de- 
termined before to be done.” The 
brethren of Joseph also committed sin; 
but trace their history through, and 
you will find, though they meant it un- 
to evil, yet God meant it unto good.— 
Man is “tempted when he is drawn 
away of his own lusts and enticed;” and 
“lust, when it conceived, brought forth 
sin, and sin, when it was finished, 
brought forth death.” This then is the 
origin of sin, its author is the Author 
of all things, and this work is consist- 
ent with his benevolence : *“ shall we 
receive good at the hands of God, and 
shall we not receive evil?” shall we not 


** All partial evil, universal good, 

All discord, harmony not understood,” 
and be satisfied with all the decrees of 
our Father and our God, who “has 
made known unto us the mystery of 
his will, according to his good pleasure, 
which he hath purposed in himself; 
That in the dispensation of the fulness 
of times, he might gather together in 
one, @// things in Christ, both which 
are in heaven and which are in earth, 
even in him.’’—And let the advocates 
of free will talk about the pleasures of 
sin, as much as they please—let it be 
our resolve to consider the way of the 
‘|transgressor as hard, and follow the 
yath of virtue as the way of pleasant- 
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Thoughts on the Devil and Demons. 
Among the Jews, at the time of our 


The 


tion, neither angel nor spirit; but the 
Pharisees confessed both, Acts xxiii. 8, 

A man being of a particular sect, is 
not a proper test of his being a good or 
a bad man, although the tenets of one 
sect may be more correct than those of 
another. The name Pharisee is often 
used as a term of reproach; this is 
wrong; it is not the name of the sect, 
but the misconduct of the individual 
which makes the bad man. Nicodemus 
was a Pharisee, and was a disciple of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Saul of ‘Tar- 
sus was a Pharisee, when he persecuted 
the church of God; and the same Saul 
was a Pharisee, when he preached that 
faith which he formerly attempted to 
destroy. The name Sadducee is sel- 
dom used as a term of reproach, pro- 
bably because few, if any, professors of 
Christianity profess to hold the tenets 
of the Sadducees, as stated in Acts 
xxill. 8. ; 

In the last century, however, Mr. 
Farmer, a man of great learning, and 
no doubt good intentions, published 
some works endeavouring to prove that 
there were no other Devils or Demons 
but bad men, or diseases:‘to which man- 
kind are subject. He lays down the 
proposition that the word Demon was 
used by the Greek philosophers to de- 
note the spirit of a dead man, whom 
they worshipped as a_ god. 
find: that when the Apostle preached to 
the Athenians, Acts xvil. 18. the 
philosophers said that he seemed a 
setter forth of strange ¢emoner, or gods, 
because he preached to them Jesus and 
the resurrection. Mr. F. contends that 
the term always signifies spirits of dead 
men; and as it is impossible for such 
to inhabit living men, so when posses- 
sion is spoken of in the New Tes. 
tament, it can only signify madness 
or epilepsy, or other bodily diseases, 
and when Jesus is said to cast out 
daimorsc, 1t Only signifies that he mira- 
culously cured the mad or the diseased 
persons. 

There seems to be something very 
preposterous in assuming the crude and 
groundless notions of these ignorant 
idolators as a standard whereby to 
judge of the New Testament; when we 
consider that the author of these no- 
tions had no religious sentiments in 
common with the chosen messenger 
whom God sent to turn them Jrom these 
vanities unto the living God. Acts xiv. 15. 








it ? if the devil should tempt a thirsty 


Sadducces said there is no resurrec-| 


Mr. Farmer observes, that as the 
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term #aSoree, rendered Devil, and ¢«t#,|never translated hell; neither does it 
rendered Satan, are significant terms,jever signify the state of the dead; but, 


the former signifying slanderer, or false 
accuser, and the latter signifying ad- 
versary, they were intended to express 
the false accusers and enemies of the 
Christians, that they do not signify a 
spiritual agent with these characters, 
but are only the evil principle personi- 
fed. Now itis very true that Deval 
signifies a slanderer or false accuser, 
and that Satan signifies an adversary. 
But although the premises are true, it 
does not appear that his conclusion 
necessarily follows, that where the 
terms do not properly signify men, it 1s 
only the evil principle personified, he 
scripture is surely not chargeable with 
all the foolish things which foolish men 
have asserted of the Devil, such as his 
having immediate access to the human 
heart, to bad men as he pleases, &c. 
which is peculiar to him only, who 
formed the heart and knows Its powers. 
Inferential reasoning may be carried 
too far, so as to defeat itself, when of 
course it means nothing. The Hebrew 
word Alehim, and the Greek ©ses, ren- 
dered God, has been sometimes given 
to men. The term is significant of 
government, restraining, protecting, 
executing judgment. Will it be a fair 
inference, that when the term is not 
necessarily applied to men as rulers, it 
does not express a spiritual being with 
the character of suler; but is only the 
good principle personified? ‘This in- 
ference would explicitly land us in 
atheism; but the reasoning though 


false is similar. I. 
(Concluded in our next Number.) 
Oo 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER 
NO. IX 

* Omnia explorate, bonum tenete.””—Pavivs 
The ninth number of the Messenger, 
being generally satisfactory, affords but 
ittle matter for animadversion. Berea, 
owever, seems to be hardly explicit in 
one particular ;*he will therefore not 
object, if a litthe further light should be 
lung upon his subject. He says, (p. 33.) 
‘In some places the word signifies the 
state of the dead.”’ What word does he 
mean? He had been speaking, for se- 
‘eral paragraphs back, of “Gehenna,” 
and ‘*’[ophet,” and the reader might 
e led to suppose that Gehenna is re- 
ferred to. his is not correct; and, it 
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literally, was the name of a place ; as 
much so,as “the potter’s field !”’. The 
word referred to in the above quoted 
sentence, is “hell;” particularly the 
hell of the Old Testament; Hebrew, 
Siew scheol: Greek, aéne hades: this 
word, it is true, “in some places ‘sig- 
nifies the state of the dead ;” some- 
times the grave ; and sometimes it is 
used figuratively for any state of dee 
affliction. David said, (Psal. lxxxvi. 
13.) “Great is thy mercy toward me, 
and thou hast delivered my soul from 
the lowest hell.” 

“* Hades is used upwards of fifty times 
in the Septuagint, in the books of the 
Old Testament; fourteen times in the 
Apocrypha, and eleven times in the 
New Testament; about one third of 
which are rendered the grave, in the 
common translation. Literally, it is 
evidently used for the mansion of the 
dead. But figuratively, it represents 
darkness or sorrow of the mind.’”’* 
After quoting a number of passages, 
where scheol, or hades,are used in the 
original, all of which are made sufli- 
ciently plain, Berea confounds the 
idea again with Gehenna, in these words: 
‘* How many have been driven to des- 
pair by the ideal view of Hinnom’s 
vale !’ This also is incorrect. Neither 
the ** ideal,’ nor the real view of the 
valley of Hinnom, is calculated to drive 
any one “to despair!” but a place as 
much more awful in idea, than that 
place, as the vomitings of the liquid fire 
of Vesuvius is to the burning of a com- 
mon oven! While we are endeavouring 
to restore the idea of Gehenna to its 
original meaning, we should be careful 
not to confound that word with this 
imaginary place of never ending tor- 
ment: for if we do, it may as well be 
called hell as Gehenna. 

The ideal view of the valley of Hin- 
nom, is now no more calculated to 
frighten people, than the ideal view of 
Sodom, Gomorrah, Tyre, Sidon, Nine- 
veh, Babylon, or even Jerusalem! all 
of which places have severely felt the 
visitations of God. 

It is conceived that, on a review of 
the subject, Berea will have no objec- 
tions to what is here stated. His ideas 
were, on the whole, undoubtedly cor- 
rect; itis the confounding of names 





bs presumed, was not his meaning. 
Gehenna, in the Old Testament, is 





* For a further explanation of these terms, see 
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and ideas which should be kept per- 
fectly distinct, which has been the 
subject of these remarks. ket SH 


va’ 
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Mr. Eprror—Permit us to remark 
again in your paper. K’s ideas of 
the signification of the kingdom of hea- 
ven are beautiful, and on examination, 
make many parts of scripture plain. 
Were we to believe that there was no 
such thing but in eternity, what could 
we do withthe parables of our Saviour? 
the kingdom was likened unto ten vir- 
gins, five of whom were foolish. Could 
we for a moment suppose, that the 
dwellers in the bright world beyond the 
skies, will one half be foolish? 

Abiur still goes on. Can the Re- 
flector make no defence? We are much 
pleased to see the communication T. 
R. C. will find in him an opposer worthy 
to engage, and the public will expect 
much light from the result of investi- 
gation, conducted so Christianlike. H. 
has not appeared ; as he commenced the 
attack, and promised “to batter systems 
into irretrievable ruin,’’ we had anti- 
cipated the roar of his “ inferential 
artillery.” Alas! there arose a man 
fearless of the charge; he silenced the 
battery, and H. 

** When the gun’s tremendous flash was o’er, 

* To night and silence sunk for evermore” 

J. J."has once more lifted his voice, 
he expects from us no reply, but winds 
up with alittle advice. He may well 
say * Lord direct us, we are fools.”— 
We can only tell J. J. that we believe 
not in mystery Babylon, the mother 
of harlots, let it be written on the fore- 
head of any being it may. 

Quesitor, have you stopped ? If you 
remain unanswered, it is to be feared 
that the people will think for themselves. 
“¢ Repentance” we should like to see, 
perhaps it contains some truth from the 
warmth of the quondam editor; would 
it not be better to let us have it, and 
judge for ourselves? ; 

Mr. Editor, yours is a curious paper, 
no eternal punishment, scarce a re 
of the devil, no hell, nor trinity, what 
next shall we have? We believe in none 
of the creeds of men; as spectators we 
view the scene, yet it has appeared 
strange to us, that none opposed these 
sentiments. On reflection, however, 
they are afraid, they are unable, thought 





Kneeland’s Lectures, p. 175-187, inclusive. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN NESSENGER, 


IMMORTALITY. 


‘¢ For the wages of sin is death, but the g°/t of 
God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our 


Lord.” 
«6 For he that is dead is free from sin.’—Rom. 


Is man like the flash of lightning, 
that for a moment unfolds by its height 
of brilliancy the beauties of nature, and 
is then enguiphed in the yawning jaws 
of darkness? We love a friend, the 
clouds which obscured his early life are 
dissipating, and his meridian promises 
to be serene and calm, but the dart from 
the quiver of death 'strikes—does he 
sink torise no more? shall the recol- 
lection of departed hours, so Joyful to 
us, never more be experienced by him! 
These thoughts gleam onthe mind, as 
soon as reason teaches us the loss of 
one we hold dear; but we seldom pur- 
sue to the source, and are often con- 
tented witl: the mere as:.ertion of some 
tutor; it satisfies us,it is favourable to 
our hopes, and we look no further—this 
prejudice i increases with years, and by 
association we think it innate; we throw 
a glance on the days of infancy, and 
recollect the joy of ignorance, and the 
pain that attended when truth dispelled 
it; therefore as the flowers on the sur- 
face are sufficiently engaging, we do 
not labour to view the naked earth; 
thus, alas! we court error and shun 
truth. Thus I once acted, and might 
have continued to do, had it not been 
for the light of divine truth, which pe- 
netrated the thick darkness. [had from 
the tuition of friends, believed in a cer- 
tain something, appertaining to man, 
which should live when the body pe- 
rished. Those who trusted in masses 
for the departed spirit, united with 
those who believed that we once existed 
invanother form, and are here doing 
penance for crimes ofwhich we know 
nothing: and the good old matron was 
no less urgent, for on the separate soul 
depended the truth of the numerous 
ghosts that had been seen, and the death 
warnings that had been given from the 
world of spirits. I was called a deist 
for disbelieving this, and though I have 
always defended the truth of Revela- 
tion, and that when my more passive 
christian brother drew back from the 
attacks of infidelity, yet I was called 
infidel, so common is it for men to de- 
claim when they cannot reason; but 
what was my astonishment, on reading 
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separate soul doctrine in its purity! 

I will now proceed to prove there is 
no soul separate from the body. Rea- 
der, let us rary the scripture—turn 
overto Gen. 11. 7. *“* And the Lord God 


and he breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and man became a living 
soul.” We see that (the whole) man, 
(soul and body if you please) was form- 
ed of the dust, and he was not a havin 
soul, until respiration took place. The 
word (v3) rendered soul, is rendered 
very different in other places. 

In common language the terms soul, 
and life, are synonymous. We say so 
many souls perished ata fire, &c. See 
Ezek. xiii. 18. “ Will ye hunt the sazils 
of my people, and will ye save the sous 
alive that come unto you? And will ye 
pollute me among my people for beasti.t 
fuls of barley, and for pieces of bread, 
to slay the sou/s that should not die, 
and to save the sou/s alive, that should 
not live, by your lying to my people, 
that hear your lies?” —here it is evident 
that an immaterial soul cannot be 
meant. 

“ All the sou/s that came out with 
Jacob into Egypt, which came out of 
his loins, besides Jacob’s sons’ wives, 
all the sow/s were three score and six.”’ 
Gen. xlvi. 26. Did their bodies stay 
behind, and what more than the body 
could Moses see? 

“ The sou/ that sinneth it shall die.” 
Can this be the death of the supposed 
immortal spirit? I thought this soul 
could never die. 

*“* Whosoever toucheth the dead body 
of any man that is dead, and puriiieth 
not himself, &c.”” Numb. xix. 13. The 
word here rendered body, is the same 
that is rendered soul—swubstitute the 
word soul, with the common meaning, 
and how would it read, “ the dead soul 
of any man that is dead?” 

“If any one that is unclean by a dead 
body, &c.” Haggai ii. 13. “ And the 
Lord heard the voice of Elijah and the 
soul of the child came into him again, 
and he revived.” 1 Kings xxvii. 22. Here 
the meaning is obvious. If the soul of 
the child was brought from a state of 
blessedness, once more, to tenant the 
tabernacie of clay, was it an act of mer- 
cyin Elijah? 

Tf the word signifies soul, then have 
the beasts souls, for we see in Gen. 





‘* Let the earth bring forth the ving 


a page of a celebrated deist, to find this) 


formed man of the dust of the ground, 


creatures” (the same word used here as 
in creation of man.) 

When man returns whence he came, 
when he becomes “ spouse of the wai m, 
and brother of the clay,” we can pcr. 
ceive nothing like a soul, we do not see 
it leave him; and if he has a soul, it is 
as dead as the body, and this seems to 
be the tenour of scripture. 

** As the one dieth, so dieth the other, 
yea they have all one breath, so that 
a man has no pre- eminence over a beast, 
for allis vanity. <All go to one place, 
all are of the dust, and all return to 
dust again.” E eck: 11. 17. Solomon 
thus shows that our origin and destina. 
tion are the same as the beasts, from 
and to the dust. No intermediate state 
either of bliss or misery, is spokeni of. 
+ ae dead praise not the Lord.” Ps, 

me } 9 

oe “tn death there is no remembrance of 
thee,.in the grave w ho shall give thee 
thanks?” Psal. vi. *“ He returneth to 


the earth, and my “that very day hi 
thoughts perish.” Z. 
(To be Continued.) 
O 





For the Uhrist.an Messenger. 


WHEN fate decrees that friends must par! 
What is it calms the troubled heart, 
And tuils each smarung pain? 
’Tis Hope! who always hovering near, 
And thus imperts the heart-felt cheer, 
** Farewell, we meet again” 
Should the Almighty power above 
Doom me to mourn tor her L love, 
And feel life’s pleasures vain ; 
Hope! ministering angel nigh, 
Would murmur, in eoch parting sigh, 
** Furewell, we meet again.” 


Were I of earthly joys bereft, 
To roam upon the wide worid left, 
Life soon would cease its reign ; 
Hope! still would keep this heart at ease, 
And in thosewords would whisper peace, 
“ Farew: ll, we meet again.” 


When the last trumpet’s sound shall rise, 
Tosummon mortels to the skies, 

A: d death shall cease ‘o reign ; 
Then shall the Saviour meet our view, 
Then sh. li Hope’s propheey pryye true, 

“Farewell, we sim) ayvaan,’ 
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